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subject. Sir Frederic Hewitt’s recent pronouncements have
not, in my opinion, introduced any substantially new facts
or arguments in favour of legislation, and I do not, therefore,
propose to reiterate the views in opposition which I expressed
in your columns and elsewhere in the early part of 1909.

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
Devonshire-street, W., July 10th, 1911. J. FRED. W. SILK.J. FRED. W. SILK.

THE NECROPSY OF NAPOLEON I.
To the -Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The version of the report on the post-mortem exa-
mination on Napoleon, which you quote in THE LANCET of
July 8th, tallies with a copy of the report preserved in the
’pathological museum of the University of Aberdeen. Writing
without having references at hand, I am unable to say what
were the relations between the medical attendants at
St. Helena. It may be worth recording, however, that the
two foreign doctors did not sign the report as copied ; and
further, that it is signed not only by Arnott, surgeon,
20th Regiment, but also by Thomas Shortt, M.D., physician
and P. M. O. ; Charles Mitchell, M. D., Surgeon, H. M. S. Iligo ;
Francis Bruton, M. D., Surgeon, and Matthew Livingston,
Surgeon, H E. 1. C. Service. Mitchell was M.D. of Marischal
College and University, Aberdeen, and his copy of the
report was presented by one of his descendants to the

surgeon’s medical school.
I am, Sir, yours faithfully,

JAMES RAE.
Park Hospital for Children, Hither Green, S.E., July 8th, 1911.

BIRMINGHAM.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The University.
THE degree Congregation was held on July 8th. The

Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, Bart., K. C. B., Premier of New
Zealand, was the recipient of an honorary LL.D. degree.
Eleven degrees of M.B., B.Ch. were conferred. Henry
Percy Pickerill of the University of Otago received the

degrees of M D. and M.D.S. in absentid. After the degree
ceremony a large company of graduates and friends partook
of the annual luncheon arranged by the Guild of Graduates.
Dr. Stanley Barnes, the President of the Guild, occupied the
chair, and among the numerous guests were Sir Joseph
and Lady Ward and other colonial visitors. Mr. J. Furneaux
Jordan has been appointed to deliver the Ingleby lectures
in 1912.

The After.oan of Ckildren.
The report of the special schools after-care sub-committee

of the Birmingham Education Committee contains a review
of ten years’ work and emphasises the need of continuous
control of the majority of the feeble-minded. It gives a
complete account of the present condition of the cases which
have been under observation. The report states that, although
in this district there is better provision than almost anywhere
else, it must once more be insisted that no enterprise or fore-
sight on the part of individual authorities can effectually deal
with the problem till the recommendations of the Royal
Commission in favour of a single authority and continuous
care all over the country are carried out. This would be
much more satisfactory than mere promises of legisla-
tion. The committee has since its formation dealt with
1174 cases, of which the following is a summary:
(1) mentally defective, 763 ; (2) deaf, 118; (3) cripples,
293 ; total, 1174. Of the mentally defective 173 are

doing remunerative work, 6 work with their parents
or other relations at home, 62 are living at home and
doing no paid work, 32 were dismissed from special schools
as incapable through mental or physical disability, 84 have
been transferred to normal schools, 8 have been trans-
ferred to schools for the deaf and 1 has been trans-
ferred to a school for physically defective children, 43
are in workhouses, 65 in other institutions, 25 aie dead, and
210 have been lost sight of. In its general conclusions the
committee states that an investigation of statistics shows that
out of 425 feeble-minded persons who have left school and are
still alive and whose whereabouts are known only 40’ 7 per
cent. are earning wages ; only 8-0 per cent. are earning as
much as 1Os. per week ; and only 1’ 4 per cent. 15s. per week.

The committee repeats its convictions that for the majority
permanent control is necessary for the following reasons :
(1) to enable them to contribute towards their own support 
(2) to save them from harsh treatment at home and in the
streets ; (3) to prevent their becoming drunkards, criminals,
and prostitutes ; and (4) to prevent their giving birth to
children who must almost certainly grow np to be a burden
to the community.

Yardey-roacd Sanatorium.
Since October last the Emergency Hospital at -Yardley-

road, which was built for the accommodation of small-pox
patients, has been used for the educational treatment of con-
sumptives. A large number of men and women have passed
through the institution, and besides the instruction in the
methods of open-air treatment all suitable cases have been
treated with tuberculin, not only whilst in the sanatorium but
afterwards as out-patients. The excellent work catzied on by
Dr. W. H. Wynn, the visiting ph3sician, and Mr. G. B. Dixon,
the resident medical officer, has, unfortunately, been inter-
rupted by a case of small-pox arising in the city. The con-

sumptive patients were sent home and provision was made for
the accommodation of this patient and any others that may
arise. Since the hospital was built there has been no pre-
vious case of small-pox, and when the Greater Birmingham
scheme comes into force in November other provision will
be made for these cases, and the Yardley-road establishment
will be devoted entirely to consumptive case?. Plans are

being made to increase greatly the accommodation. It is
hoped that the interruption will be of short duration and
that no further cases of small-pox will occur.

A Ba7teme for a natural Histo7_V Museum.
A very important scheme has been arranged for a natural

history museum for the city. The whole of tha third poor on
one side of the recent Art Gallery extension will be occu-
pied by it. The committee, of which Professor Gamble is-
secretary, has formulated proposals for Stting up the rooms.
The leading idea is topographical-that is to say, to illus-
trate the character of the sea, of fresh water, and of land
(mountain, moor, desert, meadow, and prairie), and to show
the characteristic animals and plants of these divisions of
the earth. Side by side with the main idea, vvbich will be
extended through two lorg galleries, there will be a con-
tinuous arrangement of specimens, classified in the usual
scientific manner, beginning with man and ending with
crystals.
July llth.

SCOTLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The National Insurance Bill.
AT a meeting of the Scottish Association of Medical

Women, held in Edinburgh on July 1st, a discussion took
place on the medical aspects of the National Insurance Bill.
The discussion was opened by Dr. Annie Mercer Watson,
Aberdeen, and the following motion, proposed by Dr. Elsie
Inglis and seconded by Dr. Beatrice Russell, was carried
unanimously :-
That the six points embodying the policy ojf the British Medical

Association, as contained in the Smith-Whitaker circular of Jane 3rd.
be adopted by this meeting as essential, and that members of this
association be urged to join the British Medical Association, and to sign
the undertaking to refuse to give medical attendance and treatment to
persons insured under this Bill, excepting on such terms as shall be
satisfactory to the medical profession, and in accordance with th&
declared policy of the British Medical Association.

-At a meeting of the medical profession of Caithness held in
the Bignold Cottage Hospital, Wick, resolutions were

unanimously passed upholding the policy of the British
Medical Association regarding the National Insurance Bill.
Mr. A. Wilkie, M.P. for Dundee, was interviewed on

July 7th by representatives of the Dundee branch of the
British Medical Association. The question was raised 01 the
professional status as involved in the relation of doctors to
approved societies under the State Insurance Scheme. The
Chancellor of the Exchequer having agreed to the principle
of free choice of doctors for those insured under the Local
Health Committees, they urged that the same principle should:
be applied to the whole of the medical relief.

Edinburgh University Graduation Ceremonial.
At the summer graduation ceremonial of the University of
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’Edinburgh, held in the M’E wan Hall on July 7th, the honorary
,degree of Doctor of Laws was conferred on H.H. Maharaja
Sir Madho Rao Scindia Bahadur, of Gwalior, and among others
’Thomas Smith Olouston, M.D., late physician-superintendent
of the Royal Edinburgh Asylum ; James Mackenzie, M.D. ;
Ernest Rutherford, F. R. S. , professor of physics in Manchester;
and Sir William Gowers, M.D., F.R S. On July 8th a special
.graduation ceremonial was held in the M’E wan Hall, when
honorary degrees were conferred on Sir John Anderson,
G.C.M.G., Sir Walter Egerton, K.C.M.G., Sir Everard Im
Thurn, C.B, KC.M.G., Sir Charles A. King-Harman,
K.C.M G., the Right Hon. Sir Edward Patrick Morris,
K.C., Sir Sidney Olivier, K.C.M.G., and Sir Alfred Sharpe,
C.B., K.C.M.G. After the ceremony the guests were enter-
tained to lancheon in the Students’ Union.

Queen Margaret College, Glasgow.
The annual celebration of Founders’ Day took place last

week at Queen. Margaret College. A reception was held in
the afternoon and was attended by 400 guests, including
Principal ;Sir Donald MacAlister and Lady MacAlister,
members of the Senatus and University Court, and graduates
of the College. The visitors were received by the mistress of
the College, Miss Melville, M.A., B.D.

The Rectorship of the University of Aberdeen.
. Mr. Andrew Carnegie has consented to become a candidate

,(on non-political grounds) for the Lord Rectorship of the
University of Aberdeen.

Aberdeen Parish Council Medical Officers : Attendance at
Con fi nements.

The question as to whether parish council medical officers
-are obliged by the terms of their appointments to attend
,paupers at confinements has been under discussion at the
Aberdeen parish council. The rule which refers to this
matter is as follows: e " Every medical officer appointed
by the parish council to any such parish or to a

district of any such parish shall duly and punctually
attend upon, and prescribe for, all poor persons requiring
medical or surgical assistance within the parish or district
to which he is appointed, whenever he shall be thereunto
’required by a written or printed order from the parish
council or the inspector of the poor; or in cases of sudden or
urgent necessity, from a member of the parish council ; or
by the production, on the part of any poor person, of their
pay card.*’ The committee of the council, which had the
matter under consideration, resolved that the medical officers
were bound to attend to all the poor on the outdoor rolls of
the parish when called upon, irrespective of the nature of
the ailment. ,

Small-pox in Paislcay.
Last week five cases of small-pox were notified in Paisley.

’The cause of infection in the first case has not been ascer-

tained, but the other cases were direct contacts. Unfortu-
nateiy one patient has died in hospital, but the others are
-doing well, and no new case has occurred for more than a
week.

Effects of the New Arts Ordinance on the University of
St. Andrews.

The University of -St. Andrews closed its summer session
’(now the third term of the academical year) on June 27th,
,and the degree examinations have begun. The operation of
the new arts ordinance is seen in a substantial increase in
the numbers attending the University classes in the summer
- session hoth at St. Andrews and at Dundee.

Sanitary Congress at Dundee.
The annual Cfongress of the Sanitary ’Inspectors of Scot-

land was held at Dundee on June 30th. Mr. Thomas Bishop,
chief sanitary inspector of Leith, presided. In his opening
address he spoke of " Loopholes in Sanitary Law," and said
that 14 years ago, when the Public Health Act was passed,
farmed-out houses were little known outside of Glasgow, but
the system had spread there, and though these houses had
not yet found a f(3oting in Btindee, it would be strange indeed
if they were not in the near future established there. When
once a start was made the number of these houses spread with
great rapidity. House factors with property of a certain class
saw in this system a way of collecting rents with a minimum
of trouble to themselves. The law with regard to the
prevention of smoke was much behind the times, and manu-
factures ought to be compelled by law to instal modern

appliances. The law relating to dairies was antiquated.
More control should be given to local authorities, and the
premises as well as persons should be licensed. Registration
should apply to dealers residing without the jurisdiction of
the local authority, but who supply milk wholesale to shops,
while cows should with reasonable frequency be examined
by a veterinary surgeon. The Food and Drugs Act should be
amended to prevent the sale of adulterated food, and also to
regulate the manufacture and sale of quack medicines. Mr.
Peter Fyfe, chief sanitary inspector, Glasgow, said in speak-
ing on the Destruction or Reconstruction of Slums, that sani-
tary inspectors in their search for the disease-bearing house
and family were met with such an infinite variety of circum-
stances and such fine shades of differences that they looked in
vain for a firm foundation upon which to base their opinion
as to whether a given area, small or large, was a slum to be
dealt with under Part I. or Part II. of the Housing of the
Working Classes Act. Slum reconstruction offered an alterna-
tive policy, which was not dependent upon Acts of Parlia-
ment, but the keen desire of some housing reformers not
unseldom overran their discretion. "Back to the land was
the battle-cry of the garden city enthusiast. The destruc-
tion of the city slums, and the erection for the people who
inhabited them of delightful cottages in the country or
suburbs, on cheap ground was an ideal plan, but a quite
Utopian one. In the first place, such people did not want
them, and secondly, they could not afford to pay for them.
The most successful line of policy was the one which had
been to a considerable extent followed by the Glasgow
Workmen’s Dwellings Company, which was to improve the
structure and management of dilapidated slums, let the
houses at rents within the reach of the labouring
classes, and return 4 or 5 per cent. dividend on the

capital expended. Councillor M. Cabe, Dundee, said
that in one tenement they would find a man with &pound;2 or &pound; 3
a week living in filth and squalor and another man earning
18s. a week living in a clean, sweet house. The problem
was what to do with the slummer, who in five or six weeks
would reduce an up-to date property to the level of a slum.
In the last ten years Dundee town council had compelled
property owners to spend &pound;9O,000 on improvement, and to-day
much of the property was worse than before. Drastic
measures must be taken to deal with the slummer. Mr.
Thomas Kinnear, chief sanitary inspector, Dundee, said his
experience was that if caretakers were appointed in con-

nexion with poor properties there was no difficulty with the
tenants. Fifty years ago the greater part of the central area
in Dundee was slum property, and could not be otherwise,
but there were few properties in the city to-day which he
would characterise as slum properties.
July llth.

IRELAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS.)

The Royal Visit to Dublin.
ON Monday morning last Her Majesty the Queen honoured

the Coombe Lying-in Hospital with a visit. On her arrival
she was received by the master, Dr. Michael Gibson, and the
matron. Sir John Moore (consulting physician), Dr. F. W.
Kidd and Mr. F. T. Heuston (consulting surgeons) were pre-
sented to Her Majesty. The Queen visited all. the wards of
the hospital and conversed with the patients. She took
particular interest in a baby born on Coronation Day, and
in twins, born on the morning of her visit, who are to be
named respectively George and Mary. Her Majesty inspected
the new Pembroke Dispensary, which had been opened a few
days previously by Her Excellency the Countess of Aberdeen.
It is a commodious set of rooms for the examination and
treatment of out-patients. Addresses of welcome to Their
Majesties were presented by the Royal College of Physicians
of Ireland, represented by the President, Dr. J. Hawtrey
Benson, and the registrar, Dr. T. P. C. Kirkpatrick, and by
the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland, represented by the
President, Mr. R. H. Woods, and the Vice-President, Mr.
R. D. Purefoy. On Tuesday afternoon Their Majesties
visited Charles-street and opened the new Dispensary for
Tuberculosis.

The National -7Insurance Bill.
Considerable dissatisfaction is felt at the suggestion that

the administration of the Insurance Bill in Ireland is likely


